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ENGLISH LITER A TURE. 

yohn Donne, Sometime Dean of St. PauFs, 
A.D. i62i-i63i,by Augustus Jessopp, D.D., 
Rector of Seaming. With two portraits. 
Methuen & Co., London, 1897. 

Writing adequately about Donne is so diffi- 
cult a matter that those who have undertaken 
it have often been overcome by fate, in one 
form or another, before the completion of 
their task. Walton's Life was composed, as 
we know, out of materials collected by Sir 
Henry Wotton, just before his death. The 
recent (1896) two volume edition of Donne, by 
E. K. Chambers, in The Muses' Library was 
originally undertaken by Dr. Brinsley Nichol- 
son, and embodies material left behind by him. 
Mr. Grosart gave over a very considerable 
amount of new biographical matter, intended 
for his Fuller Worthies' edition (1872), for 
the ' Life and Introduction ' to the edition of 
the 'Complete Prose Works of Donne,' Dr. 
Jessopp was hoping (in 1872) soon to publish. 
Dr. Jessopp has successively abandoned his 
hope to make editions of Donne's complete 
works, of his prose alone, and then of his letters. 
Now, after having for many years, like the 
Abbe 1 in Consuelo, enjoyed credit for the book 
he had in preparation, he comes forward with 
the present 'sketch,' and resigns his last task, 
that of preparing " an adequate and elaborate 
biography of Donne," to Mr. Edmund Gosse. 
What fate awaits Mr. Gosse, or -his readers, 
remains to be seen. 

Dr. Jessopp's sketch appears as a volume in 
the " Leaders of Religion Series," and being 
intended for "the generality of readers" omits 
all citations of authorities. Its sources, how- 
ever, are not far to seek. To an expansion of 
the author's article on Donne in the Dictionary 
of National Biography, giving in extent what 
was implied or suggested there, has been 
added Walton's Life, quoted entire, a re- 
print of Donne's will, thirty pages from his 
correspondence, and some excerpts from his 
prose works. Much of the new material we 
learn, although not from Dr. Jessopp, was that 
collected by Dr. Grosart. 

Donne's poetry receives but small attention, 
Dr. Jessopp having "never been able to feel 
much enthusiasm for Donne as a poet." No.use 



has been made of the biographical material 
embodied in the Fuller Worthies' and the 
Muses' Library editions of the poems, or in 
Bullen's (1884) edition of Walton's Lives. 

While Dr. Jessopp corrects some of Walton's 
mistakes, he, himself, frequently makes less 
pardonable ones. Being unsure, he writes in 
several places ' very few ' where ' none ' is 
correct. He states his likely, although mis- 
taken, conjectures as facts. He repeats 
opinions long shown to be untenable. He is 
careless, as when he makes Bishop Morton 
only one year older than he really was, rather 
than two, as Bullen did : or as when he dates 
the marriage of the Princess Elizabeth, and 
St. Valentine's day on February 15th, in- 
stead of on the 13th as he had it in the 
Dictionary of National Biography. 

The author also neglects his opportunities 
for correcting, by consulting records, the 
habitual carelessness concerning the dates of 
Donne's life. Parish records must certainly 
give the the facts regarding the life and death 
of Miss Drury, celebrated in the Anatomy of 
the World of 1610. But while Dr. Jessopp 
escapes Bullen's mistake of confounding her 
with her younger sister Dorothy, he repeats 
from the Dictionary of National Biography 
his statement that she died " in her sixteenth 
year." The apparently more correct when 
"only fifteen" or "at the age of fifteen" are 
given by Grosart (1:69), and Chambers (2:235). 
Ecclesiastical or civil records should also yield 
the exact dale of Donne's marriage. Although 
Dr. Jessopp quotes (p. 31) one of Donne's let- 
ters saying that the ceremony took place 
"about three weeks before Christmas," he 
makes no effort to fix the date beyond correct- 
ing his earlier statement of the year from 1600 
to 1601. Chambers also (2:221) repeats the 
1600 error, although he usually (i:xiv ; 1:220 ; 
2:221) gives the correct date. 

The poetry, as has been said, receives but 
small attention in the volume. It apparently 
fits ill with the conception of Donne his bio- 
grapher chooses to entertain. The stock 
quotations are reprinted from Walton, along 
with some funeral pieces and marriage songs 
not too inconsistent with clerical character, 
but the bulk of the poetic product of the man 
who " wrote more profound verses than any 



61 



123 February, 1899. MODERN LANGUAGE NOTES. Vol. xiv, No. 2. 124 



other English poet save one only " is to Dr. 
Jessopp only "more or less frivolous." He ig- 
nores most of the pieces; arbitrarily denies that 
Donne could have written others; and con- 
cludes that if any are considered good it is sure- 
ly for the sake of the poet and not because of 
the poems. In short, it is not John Donne the 
poet, nor yet John Donne the man in whom 
Dr. Jessopp is interested, and of whom he 
writes. It is the Reverened Doctor Donne, 
Vicar of St. Dunstans, Rector of Sevenoaks 
and Keyston, Preacher of Lincoln's Inn, Dean 
of St. Paul's, and Prolocutor of Parliament. 

Perhaps this is as it should be in a con- 
sideration of Donne as a "leader of religion." 
Yet the student who wishes to know of the 
poet or of the whole man, cannot but be dis- 
appointed to find two-thirds of his life dis- 
missed as insignificant, while the other third 
is magnified as all important. Nor is there 
given any new view of even the selected third. 
Instead there is presented so much theological 
and ecclesiastical matter, so many incidental 
disquisitions upon human weakness, prayer, 
martyrs and the like ; and such frequent em- 
ployment of technical pulpit phraseology that 
the book seems to be written rather around 
Donne than about him. Lay representation 
among Donne's friends, even, is discouraged. 
The Woodwards are not mentioned, the in- 
timate Brooks are passed with occasional 
words ; his life long friend Sir Henry Wotton 
is dismissed in twenty lines,— the church ac- 
quaintance, Bishop Morton, occupies seven 
pages. 

Donne's prose theological work is, however, 
given just attention ; and in some parts of the 
book there is commendable fulness of detail. 
While no new glimpses of Donne's personality 
are given, the many things told concerning the 
people who touched him help a conception of 
his immediate surroundings, and of the at- 
mosphere of the times. An account of Donne's 
Essays in Divinity, edited by Dr. Jessopp in 
1855, but now long out of print, is welcome. 
It was a service to make easily accessible in 
the volume the handful of selected letters, one 
of them never before published, the woodcut 
of Donne's house at Mitcham (p. 58), and the 
two portraits. Marshall's "Oct. 18, 1591" por- 
trait, taken probably from Dr. Grosart's quarto, 



and the " Winding-sheet portrait "are given. 
Dr. Jessopp nowhere comments upon these, 
but a description is to be found in Chambers 
(1:237). Dr. Jessopp's appendices are useful 
in giving the poet's pedigree, his will, and his 
descendants. 

In conclusion, Dr. Jessopp's work may lend 
some service to students by its incidental con- 
tributions and by its presentation of an idea of 
the cleric which may be embodied along with 
the more familiar idea of the poet into some 
future study of the entire man. On the whole, 
however, the sketch will probably have its 
greatest usefulness among the "generality of 
readers " for whom it was intended. 

Clyde B. Furst. 
Philadelphia, Pa. 



GERMAN LANGUAGE. 

German/or Beginners. A Reader and Gram- 
mar, by L. Harcourt. Second Edition 
Revised and Enlarged. Marburg: N. G. 
Elwert. London: Whittaker & Co., 1898. 

This book consists of three parts: about one 
hundred pages of reading matter, thirty pages 
of grammar, and forty pages of explanatory and 
grammatical notes. The first part is well done ; 
it contains a great variety of selections from 
excellent German authors, and is well adapted 
to the needs of all kinds of beginners. The 
second and third parts are not badly done, 
but, like many other attempts to palliate or 
mitigate the severity of systematic grammar 
study, are somewhat arbitrary, and would 
therefore be rather difficult to use for anyone 
but the author herself, or those acquainted 
with her method. 

Conrad Bierwirth. 
Harvard University. 



MARGUERITE DE NA VARRE. 

To the Editors of Mod. Lang. Notes, 

Sirs: — In Mod. Lang. Notes.xiv, cols. 1-8, 
appeared an article, entitled The Infinitive with 
Subject Accusative in Marguerite de Navarre, 
by J. Charles Walker, Ph. D. I beg leave to 
offer a few suggestions in regard to this study. 
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